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Dr. McDaniel began his career as a pilot and maintenance officer in the USAF. After leaving the
Air Force and obtaining his doctorate at Purdue University he worked at Sandia National
Laboratories in fast reactor safety, integral cross section measurements, nuclear weapons
vulnerability, space nuclear power, and nuclear propulsion. He left Sandia to become the technical
leader for Phillips Laboratory’s (became part of Air Force Research Laboratory) Satellite
Assessment Center. After 10 years at PL/AFRL he returned to Sandia to lead and manage
DARPA’s Stimulated Isomer Energy Release project, a $10M per year effort. While at Sandia he
worked on the Yucca Mountain Project and DARPA’s classified UER-X program. Having taught
at the University of New Mexico in the Graduate Nuclear engineering program for 25 years, when
he retired from Sandia in early 2009, he joined the faculty at the University of New Mexico full
time. He has worked on multiple classified and unclassified projects in the application of nuclear
engineering to high energy systems.
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