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Abstract:  

Los Alamos maintains the Nation's only remaining multi-function, multi-program, high-security, plutonium 
facility.  Key programmatic activities currently planned for the plutonium facility include pit manufacturing, pit 
disassembly and conversion, Pu-238 component fabrication, and certification/science.  This talk will focus on the 
pit-related topical areas, as there are many options available to the US in executing these programs, many of 
which strong proponents and opponents.  Modern pit fabrication was performed at the Rocky Flats Plant near 
Denver until 1989; Los Alamos was assigned the mission to recapture the capability in the mid-1990s, 
culminating in the first stockpile-quality pit being fabricated in 2007.  The talk will describe the operations at both 
Rocky Flats and Los Alamos, consider some of the hazards of working with plutonium, and discuss the interesting 
political landscape that currently exists in the plutonium world. 
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